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The aim of the course.

o draw out from events in the last week in the life of the Lord Jesus
the way in which He responds lo people, and 1o affirm how He
valued people and wanted to save them from those who exploited

them.

The Bible stories show the conflict that is present in these situations.
Usually we focus on that conflict and the response of the Lord Jesus.
The purpose of these studies 15 (o get people thinking about and
responding to the experience of the énggﬁs: a8 &hm* are part of this

tast week in the life of the Lord Jesus.

For this reason the fourth question is the key question to be asked in
each session, and worked through with the group. The task that is sel
at the end is important too as it reipforces the value that Jesus was

putting on the everyday people who followed Him or listened to Him.

The teaching method relies on three things laking place:

i. A link being made between the events of the last week, and the

events of today,

i, The group working on two or more of the questions, of which

question {d) 1& always one of them,

»

iit. The group completing the task set for them,
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Leading a group.

Why we wach through small group

el

It enables many people o take part and to muke use of their experience of izﬁe and
understanding of the issues.

it values the coptnbution ﬂm people make, and does not set up the idea that there 18
omie expert who “knows it all

It makes it possible for the leader fo bring together the f: ki*« wdeas, and feelings
which are presented, recognising how these relale fo sach other

Peaple lear from each other in a chimate that enables them to explain what they do
not understand as well as what they do,

The group leader can conirol what takes place and @ Hreot the dizpussion iowards the
therne being followed. '

Skills needed by the leader

¢ o the discuseos,

An ability to make people feel at ease, and coniribut

Tor be able to Usten and reflect back what is sard in an encouragng way.
An ability to include those that are left out, gma% o prevent one or two b 'éa g it over

Knowledge needed to lead.

Enough undersianding of the gospel stories and their background lo answer
questions which might arise. 1t can be helpful to read the stories in all the gospels
and not just m Luke. Check with someone who can help i vou do not anderstand

something before the sessions start.

How the Bible s presented.

Have the text of the Bible passage avatlable cach week. You ¢ 2 use Bibles, have it
on an overhead projector shide, wiite it on g wall poster, or give each person o copy
of the passage on 2 sheet of paper.  In the meeting i can be read through, with

evervone taking part, with just one person reading, or a prepared dramafic reading.

Prayer with the group.

s

Give some Gime each session to praver, beling s in wformal or formal as would best
reflect the group who are taking part. It would be good to pray for ea mia other, and

for the church in relation to the theme being discussed.
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An outline of a session.
a. Use a room where everyone can see each other’s faces, and where it is possible
for them to sit comfortably,  You should be tn # place in the room where you can

see the door, in case there are interreptions.

b. Fxplain that the course only works if everyone takes par, sharing their thinking

and experiences, Thev are not expected to be experts, because there are none.

Set out the theme of the course, explaining that you are going to took at this last
diffienit week in the Hfe of the Lord Jesus, and to see what it must have been hike o
be one of His followers when it seems as if He was a zzmrmfi man. Let them know
the five passages to be used at the start of the course,

d. Fxnlain the method vou are going to use, which is to:
i, Take a Bible passage each week,
i, Make Hoks between that ‘long week and svents of today.
Answer questions which have been set for the course.
v, Tore-write & key verse in the passage set.

sin the session with the reading from the Bible. Highlipht one point o get the

discussion siared. (See the individual session notes).  Encourage people to tell &
story that relates to this.

{. Altow others to respond fo the story, or to add to it Then aflirm what has been

iid and how it relates o the passage.

g, Select one question from the ses: g;m% notes to move the discussion on. Build on
their responses {rom the Biblical passage, taking opportunity to direct i so that the
theme is kept to.  Make sure that question {d) is discussed, and see if they can hink
it to events today. '

h. Have a briel break and then get them to work on the “Task for the Group'. It
may be useful to sphit them info smaller group of three or four first of all, and then
for them o bring their suggestions back to the group.  The end product ¢ mm%eﬁ e a
poster that can be shown to others (for instance, the church on Sunday), or kept as
evidence of the development of the course. '

1. Remind them of the theme for the next session.  Ask them to come with stories,
press cutiings, of photographs which could ilustrate the theme,
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. The entrv into Jerusalem. Luke 10 28-40.

Bible passage.

a longer passage it would not be suitable for a wall poster, and probably
not for an overhead projector slide. It conld be typed up on u separate sheet of paper
for all to have.

Point to mg%ﬁgim

The idea of celebration could be wsed, together with the welcome that is given to a
king when entering a city. The state opening of pariament, or even the coronation
could be referred to. A reminder of the visit of royalty 1o a local event could set the
WoTies goIng.

Evidence of Jesus valuing His disciples.

et

He got them to bring the donkey - to do things for Him.
He received thelr acelaim - 1o speak out about Him.
He spoke up for them to the Pharisees - 'if they keep quiet..’

Questions for the group to think aboul

When He rode in on the giazmw whose guthority was He challenging?
Does He challenge any aahorities now?

What would have made people take Jesus sertcusty then?
is it the same foday:

What would have made people disriss Him ag not being worth fistening to?
Are these the reasons why they do it now!

What did it feel like to be one of His disciples on that day?

What did they mean when they called out (v38) "Blessed is the king who
cornes in the name of the Lord.” ?

What attitude did Jesus show towards hus disciples?

Task for the group.

Put verse 40 into evervday langnage t "6 tell vou,” he replied, "I’ they keep guiet
the stones will ery out”
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2. The clearing out of the temple. Luke 1945 -9

Bible passage,

1 is shorter passage could be written up on a wall poster or put on an overhead
ctor stide. The wall poster would mean that it was visible to everyone, apd 18
tnful in some groups to stop people opling out of the group by burying
themselves in the passage.

Point to highlight.

People often think of the church as ‘always wanting money’, This conld be used to
i himm the tink herc between trade and WOTSHIP The charge made al some

b
M
B

pah {r~<

for eptry by tourists could also be a starting polot. Explain the way in
% 1ic %mf erings had to be perfect 1o be offered in the temple.

Evidence of Jesus valuing His disciples.

Fhe link here is that the sellers of offerings and the money changers were exploting
peopie. Y ou needed special money © hmf offerings, snd if vou bought them in the

temple then it was sure that the priest would sooept the offering as all right to be

3

offered. It was open to abuse, and was creating another barrier between the pec

and God. This strong action of Jesus was to show that people were more |
than making money, and {hat they ought to be able to go to the temple without being
taken advantage of.

Questions for the group fo think aboul

When He cleared out the temple, whose authority was He challenging?
Dioes He ever challenge the same authority now.

S%m*v would the tradesmen and bystanders have af“m%‘ to Him dotng this?
I rrade and religion ever mued up §€ i wxs

What claim was Jesus making by His words and actions?
i that o claim He would make today?
What would it have felt hke to be one of His disciples on this occasion?

Why were the teavhers of the law and leaders reacting so strongly?

£

‘Why did the people "hang on His w&z{i*}; *

Tazk for the group:

Put verse 46 into everyday language: "My house shall be a house of prayer, but
vout have made it o den of vobbers”
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3. The last Passover, Luke 22 14-20

Bible passage,

This passage lends tself (0 someone reading the narrative and someone eise

x;mg&zzm the words fc}? .%aﬁ, Laed Jesus. It might be helpful to have a typed out copy
of the text for everyone 1o have as well.

Point to highlight,

The way in which we like to eat with fmzx{%& and the special meals we have to ma
special occasions. A special meal whnch bappened at the church when someone
was leaving would be a good example. From such a story could come comment on
the way in which we show our love for people in events like these,

Evidence of Jesus valuing His ﬁémmiﬁﬁmw

{ have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you..
His gift of the bread and the cup, as special for them, on this occasion.

The explanation of 2 new covenant “poured out for you.”

Ouestions for the group to think about

What was sa ‘new’ about this promise He was making?
Dioex He siill make that promise o us today!

Had He spoken sbout suffering and death before?
Does this influence how we look af suffering and pain?

Why didd He explain i ondy to the close disciples at this time?
s it stili senmpthing that s lmited today?

What must it have felt like to be a disciple present on this cccasion?

What did He mean when be said (v.18) ' will not drink again of the fruit of é;E‘;ﬁ:*
vine until the Mw«ﬁwm of God comes.

£, How did Jesus feel about His disciples at this Passover meal?

Task for the group.

Put verse 19 into everyday language: “.do this in remembrance of me.”
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4. The testing in the garden. ke 22 39 - 46

Bible passage.

This could be read with one person t taking the narrative and one person being the -
Lord Jesus. I could also be read around if people are comfortable with that.

Point to bighlight.

At timmes of exireme difficulty we often want to get away from situsiions.
Sometimes we pray in a way we have hever prayed before.  People may have
staries about how they have responded to very testing situations. Beware that they
do not g0 on too long. or that one person dominates it.

Evidence of Jesus valuing His disciples.

He suggested that they pray for themselves, as He knew a difficult time was ahead.

The same story in Matthew 26, vv. 38 and 40. tells us He asked them to watch with
Him.

He wanted ther with Fim at this gme,

(ruestions for the group to think about.

What teruptation did Jesus thank His disc zgﬁﬁw wouid face?
Iy this a present dav temptation?

Why did the angel come and help Jesus on this oceasion?
Does God come foous in special ways when we are up against things”

What made the disciples g0 to steep?
How would vou have felt if vou were present with Jesus that night?
What did Jesus mean when He asked “take this cup from me?”

Why did Jesus want Fis disciples with Him that night?

Task for the group.

Put verse 42 info everyday language: “Yet not may will bat yours be done.”
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5. The rejection of the Lord Jes
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Bible passage.

This is a littie &m’%ﬁp;siﬁi?ﬁ 1o read 8% a dramatic § m{%mw it could be worthwhile
g it ma@ lowd and then having a time of guiet white people read it agan for
set Sometimes asking the question “did anvthing come aoross in a tresh
way &mzkﬁ o Carpaliat passage m‘{g@x fhe Troup 1o think g&;‘fmi i B NEW way,

Point to highlight.

The political situation is important fo point ont, as is the fradition of releasing
someone at a time of festival,  The King of I Thailand set o British person free
recently on the occasion of his birthday. Al of this raises issues about justice and
Merey.

Evidence of Jesus valuing His disciples.

There is no reference to this in this passage.  He involved them rignt up until the
time of His arrest, and appears {0 them as soon as the reswrrection has taken place
He kept coming back to them in those days until He ascended to heaven. But wz
Fre s on Hig own

Questions for the group to think about.
How possibie was it for the discipies o be near jesus é‘amwmui His trial?

Was Jesus treated differently from any other | notitteally sensitive arvested person
at that fime? :

Why did the crowd shout for Bambbas, knowing him to be a erimina)?
What would i have felt like 1o be a disciple in the crowd?

Why was Pilate going to punish Jesus although he thooght Him innocent?
{v.186)

Whalt attitude did Jesus show fowards those who wefe trying Him?

Task for the group,

List what the disciples had leamed and gained from Jesus up notil this tme.

B AR T AT T O AN PRI O w e Cntee, Fewillan Comie, Shotfier BT RR BT e 1Y
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We will be looking at the last week in the life of the Lord Jesus
through five stories from the Gospel of Luke. The stones show the
conflict that is present in rather different situations.  Usually we
focus on that conflict and the response of the Lord Jesus. = The
purpose of these studies is for us to think about and respond 6 the
experience of the disciples as they are part of this last week in the Iife
of our Lord. In our groups we will ry to apply this to the life that

(3od hag called us o,

Our learning relies on jour things taking place:

That people i the erouns participate and share
- b P

their understanding and experiences,

A link 18 made between the events of

the last week, and the events of today.

The group works on two or more of the questions, of

which the fourth question 1s always one.

The group completes the task set for them.

The text of the Bible used 10 this course s taken from the Good News Bible (British Usage Bdition)
published by the Bible Societies and Colling, © American Hible Soclely, 1966, 1971, 1974 used

by permiszion



