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Siggy, is the Unlock worker in Woodhouse, Sheffield. To mark the 100™
anniversary of women's suffrage in 2018 Siggy used her cartoon drawing skills
to offer an opportunity for the mixture of church and community folks who
come along to the church's coffee mornings and lunch clubs to learn and to
think about women in the Bible as well as other women in more recent history.

Siggy tells the story: -

The highlight of the last month has got to be the work I'm doing on the Bible
Women. It's growing like 'Topsy' and has generated more discussion on the
Bible than in the last two years. I started this with a list of modern women
chosen by women using the church, but once I began transferring them with
their Biblical counterparts onto the poster roll, people began to suggest
further women. This was from people who had been a part of the original
discussion, but now the men and other women were making suggestions. One
man even came in with an English Heritage magazine that had an article on
women honoured with a blue plaque and asked if I could include them too.




People who come to the lunch club have stopped by to ask what I'm doing - it's
usually quite hard to engage with these folks, because they're busy eating,
and you can't really get them to join in when they're having a mear So for
them to approach me has been grand. I've also had the staff who bring the
group of people with learning difficulties come to talk to me. They have never
taken any notice of my activities before. And the greatest delight was that a
man I had called out for racist remarks at the time of the EU referendum
came to see what I was doing and stopped for a chat. Ever since I challenged
him I have spoken to him every time I Eave seen him and his wife, determined
to be Christ-like in my approach, so for him to be interested in what I'm
doing is exciting frontline stuff.

The Slimming World group, I'm told, has had some discussions as a result of
the pictures because Deborah features and the lady who runs Slimming
World is also called Deborah and she hadn't known the origin of her name.
This led to another woman then wanting to know if her name would figure on
the poster roll. There has been talk around Sarah, Hagar and their place in
the Jewish and Muslim faiths; discussion from bo‘rﬁ Christian and non-
believers alike around characters they didn't know about; and some have even
gone home to do further research on some of the Biblical characters. I was
ﬁar‘ricularly pleased about this last, as that includes a couple of very
nowledgeable local preachers!



I draw the next characters on to the poster roll when I am at coffee morning
(or in one instance, at the Wednesday Art Club). Having said that, at the last
two or three coffee mornings I have not managed fo draw anything at all
because I've been too busy talking!

I think the nature of the work is very approachable and safe. People are
always interested to watch people drawing, and I think people have come to
chat because they want to see what I'm doing. And because its cartoons, it's
safe enough for people to ask questions. I've been very surprised and very
excited at the reaction.

The following pages include a range of
different activities that can be used alongside
having the Bible Women banners on display;

to help people explore the stories and the
place of women in the Bible and the world.



;8ulgiawsa aunjoid
19881q e 93S hoA ue) e

:NOA U3jLM sajeuosal
jey)l sulyjAue auayy s| e

¢Aauunol yjle} unoA uo
S9JOUaLIadXxa UMO 1noA
ojul Yeads asuanjjul
10 s3ad10yd ‘suoljoe
s,uswom ayj Jo Aue oq e

¢UYIM 2au8estp noA
jey3 Jo papnjdul sulaq
UM 9948k noAjey] e

S | inok asiiduns jeyy aiay
A uswioMm Aue auayj auy e

‘noA punoue

9S0Y3 YM wdy3} ssnasip
pue suonsanb Suimo||o} ay3 anoge Juiyl

"U3aWIOM 3y} Jo sSuimelp ay3 e )ooT

"UMO
JnoA pue AI03S 1y Usamiaqg
9q Aew aJayj 193} noA
saljLiejlwits Aue pue Alols
S,UeWOM 3Y3 U0 103)494 0S
Op NOA se pue ul 1L 1N0J0)

03

UMEIp aJe NOA eyl uswom

ay1 Jo saunjdld paunojodun
ay) Jo auo asooy)



G-1:G] uygor
s9]diosip Aw g 03 S9A]9SINOA SUIMOYS “3Inay
yonuw J1eaq noA jeyl ‘A10)s8 s, ayjeq4 Aw 03 st siy|

‘noA 10}
SUOP 3( |]IM 3L pue ‘YsIM NoA 1aAa3eyMm Yse ‘no

. Y4

Ul UlewaJ SpJOM AW pue aw ul urewsal NoA j| =

‘pauing pue
311} 93 03Ul umodayl ‘dn payoid aue sayoueuq
yons {SI1ayim pue Aeme umo.yj st yeyl youeuq
e 9)l] 9Je NOA ‘Bw ul urewad jJou op noA jj

*SuLyjou op ued noA aw wouj jaede Lna) yonw
1eaq |]IM NOA ‘noA UL | pue aw UL ulewsa. noA jj

*'sayouelq ayj} aJe noA aulA ayj we [;,

"

Y. A

o

G =

Nt 0 gl =
=1h e 298 T , A

4.’...,»;' )
S & il =0\ e,
.-., N {Ym_
o L AL




‘ue|d
S,poo ul Jo jued ade noA jey)
a.4n3o1d 19881q ay3 Jnoge yuiyl

‘U9]1LIM oARY noA 9.10j)9( 92WO0D

9AeY oym a)doad ayj jeym peay
‘MmessL 9yl 03 ad3a1d unoA 30auuod
noA se waod ayj Jnoge juiy |

*NOA USALS sey por) jey) aAey
NoA jeyj |11)s e pue aweu 1noA 31
uo 33LIM pue adald messi[ e aye]

.3UQ JO P07 3y, Waod 3y} pesy

éHnJy Sulag wiy 93s 03 31| noA pjnom aiaymm

é9J1] JNOA w04y 3Inay ySnouaq poo sey ai1aym

‘paAe|dsip uswom ay3 Jo SaAl| 9y}

WoJ} 3WO0I sey 1eyl ssaujnyinig ayy Jo yuiyl

"9UIA 3Y3} 0} Pa3I2UUO) ‘Sh 10} Sey
poo 1eyj sue|d ay3 ul saA|9S anbiun uno se
9AI| pue 19Y31280] }40M dM UIYM SBW 0D Jey)
SSaUUIII pue ssaujnyingy a3yl ynoge yuiyl
wiayl 1ea noA sy - (om] 10) adess e el



‘ale nok os ‘we | sy

*9U0 8y} JO pue ,0,8U0 AJuo we | ‘op | ued Teym,
6102 ‘sunjuar :3ysuAdo) SpRINNL BU) JO PIOT 19 UBIP|IYD A 1A ‘dselb Aw wolj |[e} SJuspIooe oN
aw Aq pano ainmny AN

*9A0| [euJale Jo aimaid
‘Jayiebo | alnmnj auQ

saka Ajuaneay Aw alojaq
‘ppom ajibel) Sy JO ued ‘adoy ‘1akeid sup
_ aoueyua Ajanbiun noA o4
‘o1qe) Aian ay BuipjoH ‘auo |[e s

‘3z1S InoA pue Inoj02 INOA

‘Jamod pue Yylom suIAIp |0 3UOJR 10U Yiom noA

_ ‘adeys InoA asidsap 10u 0g
pealy) e sJayjoue Joj Buoj puy
spuey Buino| Aw Ag

m%i.
# INJ0D & BJ8 NOA pIyo Aw ‘aoeid InoA Jou aley :
4 J paleald aJam nok 104

w ‘yinuy ayp 1dagay *918|dwooul " * * * 8SIBAIUN BY L
‘ubisap [enids JO

R 0s PIOA [njured e sanes| Jussqe Ji
- ‘Ue|d UMOUXUN U UIYNIM IS0

% Jeay noA puy a0ald painsean Aw
W .ﬁ . ‘|[BWS 93} 10U 0(

Auuinip InoA Buinejsug ue|d Jafie) e a1eain 0]

‘a0e(d [njiybu si u|

sreq uosld aq Ued SpPIoM aUILL 313M 32U Jey)

‘|le Buioe|d
auIw Jo adaidialsew Sy u JTeaq noA syib sy
‘ s3|zznd suINIp

ale Ajjeas nof sy 10 Jaysiuly pue Jojeald

spuey Buljim wol

‘JjesinoA aq o) uey melpuyum AjBuinoj | Jsie Bunured
diysiom Jayeaib ou si alayL Buteq ojul awed pliom ay) ‘JanBaM
‘Aol aw sbulg puy al0jaq Buo| paubisap Ansade) 1ealb ay) we |

aw 0} payiubew s| sjuudiabui4 "YLom aI| 4O puy

ayew Aay) aguaJayip ayL dais InoA Jo yonoy ay L “uedljIubISul S|98) OYM UoSIad
‘995 J0U 0p ABUY) UBYM ‘9210A INOA JO punos ay L ** " 3U0 3y} Jo puy
‘doam 01 aw sasned )1 MOH W 01 padeys Jjasi uoneal) ‘apniNW 8y} Jo P10 By} We |

Q@@ o OO



S193jo 9y3j opissuoje JaAeid e se
Aejdsip ayj3 uo dn jieay ayj sueH

‘paplAoid 239 siayd13s ay3 Suisn
s1Jeay JnoA 33e1023p Ued NoA

*S}Jeay aWos uo
S3Yysnoy3j JnoA melp 10 9}LIM pue
109)494 S}9)seq aY3 ulL sawayj
Y3} pue apo0d 1n0j0d ay3 8uls
0] UMEIp |93} NOA jey) s3ayseq
9y3 Jo Aue wo.u} }ieay e aye|
















7
/

W S— ——— - —— —— e —

STRKInG WERSEL 2ol B

Which Bible women can you think of whose
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The Place of Women
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Having the Bible Women banners on display creates a unique opportunity
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to connect with your local community.

The images and stories of the women create connections with many

aspects of human life and the lives of local communities.

One church created a participative community event which they called
‘The Place of Women’ to which all sorts of local organisations were
invited as contributors. What they brought to the event was not
necessarily Christian but their displays sat alongside the Bible women and
each threw light onto the other, with each attracting more different
people into the space where they could encounter the Bible Women and
their stories. Not being overly prescriptive about what organisations
brought to the event was deliberate—we wanted to leave people free to
interpret the theme and engage in whatever way seemed most relevant

to them.

The ‘Place of Women’ was so popular that the church decided to keep the
displays up for two full weeks (rather than the 4 hours originally planned)
so that more people could come and see them.

Alongside this was a Sunday sermon series highlighting the stories of
some of the women on the banners - including those whose stories rarely
appear in Sunday lectionary readings.

See sample publicity on page 17 and invitations on pages 18 & 19.
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The Vicar writes : -

It has been a joy and a privilege to house Bible women. We had them in church for an
extended period and took the opportunities they offered to focus our preaching and
teaching through Lent, Holy week and Baster sunday, through the lens of women's
experience. This gave us, as a congregation, the opportunity to engage with some very
thorny and contemporary issues and to focus on how all these stories of complexity
and pain are woven tnto Jesus’s DNA through the women in his ancestry, stmply
having the women in church was a powerful conversation starter and stimulated a
number of creative and useful conversations with a diverse range of people. Inviting the
community in to be part of a Resource day focussing on issues pertaining to women,
called “The Place of Women’, helped us get the most out of the opportunities the women
created. The different contributors came from a very broad range of starting points
and the event was an effective eye opener for the community challenging their
preconceptions about the Church’s attitude to women and women in history. very
practically it allowed us as a small church with limited resources to offer something
meaningful into the community because it didn't call on us to resource the event,

simply to coordinate it round the focal point of the Bible Women.

Lisa Shemilt, Associate Minister of St Lawrence, Heanor.



9|q!g 9Y3 Ul USWOAN JO
2e|d ay3 aJo|dxa 01 1sTZ |Mdy pue Y1/ T g4 usamiaq
sAepung ay3 3uisn 39 |[IM M Yaunyd Ul |IYMUEe3 |\

‘sage ||e Jo} saniAoe pue suonesiuedio
|e20| Aq sAe|dsip ‘syuswiysadgal apnjoul [|IM SIyL

Yot Yyd4e\ Aepanies uo wdoo T
jaun weQQ'QT wodiy il
ya4nyd ay3 ul JUdaAd Vo

je1dads e aq ||Im 43Y1L

'6T0¢C
1T |Mdy 01 Y/ T
Aitenuga4 wouj a|qig ay3 pue Aioisiy
Ul USWOM }JO S31J01S pue SuUo0lJed Jo
Ae|dsip e Sunsoy si JoueaH aduaime 1§

JoueaH 03 Sulwod si

Aunwwod pue Aio3siy ui -

USWIO/N\ JO 3dk|d 3yl

Sa[asode auyy 0 apasody -usjepBeyy Asely Jo A0S o
Duipnjour Aepung Js1se3 — (WeoE"(T) 35T 1dy Aepung
J3483(] Ured 131899 Pog —

Arew :Aepuns Buiaypopy — (Wepg'0T) 1STS Yoel Aepung
Buini uo stiaex Jeuy 16 auy asnge Jo Ay e

Jesl pue ‘eqaysteg a8 — (LBOE'0T) g Yo Aepung
Dalligapa.

Lewom & qeuey 290U — (WeQg'0T) UBLT Uouely Aepung

03102
Llewom @ Jewe sol — (Wep0'6) UaQT Yoel Aepung

a){ell LD Ueul pool © B0UBIRLp
3Uj3 Janoasip pue Lany 18 — (Wegg"0T) pAE Yoely Aepung

adfell Ue a6p3 aU). W0). 8I0A B 8AURBLJID B) Jeay
DU Uatiom paweuLn e 398w — (Wege 0T) Uitz 9p4 Aepung

L
B [3][80 SNSAC 0UM Usllom U pue 8jig aud Woay pue Auasiy
1004} Uatiom 389N — (wepg'0T) YaLT Adenage4 Aepung



Template for a letter to local community organisations which included:-

° i . .
Town council . Campaign groups on women's issues

° Local History Society

° Girl Guides

. Wi

° Local Youth groups

° Knit and Natter group ° Local Schools

° Mothers Union

The Place of Women
Dear Soandso

St Whathername’s Church are privileged to be able to display an extensive
collection of cartoons of remarkable Women from History and the Bible in venue
from date until date. We'd like to use this opportunity and this engaging artwork to
invite the local community to take a wider look at the place of women in both history
and the community and we’d like name of local organisation to consider being
involved.
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On day and date, to coincide with the Women from History and the Bible display, we
will host a market place style event in the church from time until fime which will
include displays on the theme of ‘The Place of Women’. The event will be free,
open to the public and refreshments will be provided. We'd like to invite name of
local organisation to be part of that event.

It would really help our planning if you could complete the attached declaration of
interest and return it to us at the address above as soon as possible. This will help
us design appropriate publicity and tackle the next stages of planning the event.

If you'd prefer to discuss your ideas please contact either the role and name, on
phone number and or e-mail address or role and name, phone number and or e-mail
address with any questions you want to ask.

Best wishes

signature

Name — Role

Name — Role



The Place of Women

St Whatshername’s Church Anytown, Day and date from start time until finishing time.

Declaration of Interest on behalf of ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(organization)

Telephone number . .. ... ... ..

Postal address . . . ... .

Our organisation are (please circle or cross out as appropriate)
Committed to being involved in this event
Interested in being involved in this event
Unsure about being involved in this event (please contact us to discuss it further)

Unavailable to be involved in this event

..................................................... (Please share your idea here
briefly — we were thinking of exhibitions, displays, audiovisual resources, activities, etc but you

might have other ideas and we’d like to know about those too.)

Please complete this form and return it to postal address, or e-mail address by date.

This does not commit your organisation to anything other than exploring possibilities at this stage
but we will need firm decisions by date so that further publicity can be arranged.

*This person will be treated as the contact for the purposes of this event.

Your contact details will only be stored and used for the purposes of this event and will not be
passed on to anyone else without your permission. For St Whathername’s Church’s full privacy
statement please see relevant web-link


mailto:dalonsdale@dunelm.org.uk
https://www.stlawrenceheanor.org/contact

Nominate women

who have changed

Science
This town
Your life
Art
Education

Industry
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Introducing Unlock

Unlock, by various names, has been around since 1972, trying to help (mainly) urban Christians to
understand and share their faith appropriately. Our life experience matters; our stories; our joys and
sorrows. The Bible has plenty to say, more than we’ll ever know, about our lives, if we know how to
read it and apply it - if we know how to UNLOCK it!

The work outlined in this pack uses the learning cycle on page28, starting by using a ‘prompt’ or ice
breaker to draw out group member’s stories, in this case; ‘tell me about important and influential
women in history that you can think of’. Allow plenty of time for people to respond to the prompts
and share their own experiences and listen carefully as they do. What are the themes and issues
arising in the stories? Try to remember so that you can remind people later if necessary.

The next stage is to find part of the Bible that comes to mind having listened to the stories. If you are
using these sessions with a non-church group you will need to be ready to provide some Bible links,
but only if they are unable to do so. It is always worth giving them a chance to come up with a Bible
link for themselves first; they may surprise you! Then ask the group to explore connections,
similarities or differences.

Finally there is a reflective activity, giving people an opportunity to reflect on the session and any
action they might want to take as a result. The reflective activity creates space in which discussion
and reflection can continue in an unforced way. In this case, colouring in the posters.

How well the group know and trust one another will affect the type of story that they share, often the
newer the group, the more light hearted the stories are likely to be.

Unlock uses an approach to engaging with the Bible that is different to traditional Bible studies (see
page 29). Unlock’s approach starts from the stories and experiences of group members, whereas a
more traditional approach starts from the Biblical text. Unlock’s approach has been found to work
well with small groups of urban, oral learners from outside of the church. There are many free
resources on the Unlock website designed for use with such groups. However, because each of these
resources was designed for a particular group in a particular time and place they are unlikely be a
perfect fit for your group as they stand. They are offered more as inspiration to you to design your
own materials along the same lines, rather than as ready to use packages.

Unlock usually works with people outside of church who may be interested in finding out a bit more
about faith but perhaps are not attracted to the formal methods of learning often associated with
church. Our work is based on a reflective learning cycle and is a tried and tested way of introducing
people to the Bible in a non-threatening way. Many churches have activities that draw in members of
their surrounding community but then struggle with how to move on from those relationships into
exploring faith, especially in urban environments where anything formal might be treated with
suspicion.



The Unlock Learning Cycle
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