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Map & notes thanks: Peter & Jill Hall (route & map); Tim & Sarah Watkins-Idle (notes); John & Margaret Brown (access); DJVE (photos & design)

The area of our walk saw some transport
firsts in the 1800s. The first London omnibus
went from Paddington Green to Bank and TRANPOR
used stables at inns in Lisson Grove. In 1863 [
the world's first underground railway was
opened. Constructed by 'cut-and-cover'
method it ran from Bishop's Bridge Road
Paddington fo Farringdon, emerging from
tunnels info daylight at Edgware Road |8
station. In its first year it carried 9,500,000 (&
passengers.

The Great Western Railway was built in 1837 &
between these two events with ifs terminus at the new

4 i of Notting Dale and Notting Hill. People moved into

e * [ the area in the early 19th century to make bricks
& and files for London, which was developing very
fast. Pig-keepers also settled there, as did gypsies
and families of workers building the railways. There
was poverty on a large scale, and with kilns and pigs
amongst overcrowded housing, its easy to see now
how the area was notorious.

2 The Potteries and Piggeries were slums in the area

G,

much of London, rich and poor are very close
together. A glance in any estate agent's window
will reveal just how far flat and house prices are

Q\ % e The area is now 'up and coming', although as with

Paddington Station. The canal system, many parts of | beyond the means of ordinary local people. Social
which are featured on this walk, preceded all these. ‘b / e housing at affordable rents is as important as ever
Look out for two of the few canal tunnels in London & Q e ! - an issue not always high on the agendas of the
local authorities, whose housing stock in both boroughs
The link between hxsgg‘.:nsdl::gh& HEALTE g ‘$ is now run by housing associations or tenant
was made in this part of London in Nr7q Q\ ’ e) o management organisations.
Victorian times, when disease was still | / a e f "
poorly understood. Dr Southwood Smith 4" 7 W $ day. A statra and /; slowaldnamiMacaiiece Bl
N N e CrovenlesoBnd f :'j/' 1 Q el g G 3 ensely populcted hlsron(_: part of Londgn wnh
worked at the London Fever Hospitdl. L5 of Mexico. The a close-knit long-standing communtfy. It Is
As poor people got better in hospifal but ol < SlRcoe o lmemloned in Samuel Pepys' diary in 1666 and
then ill again after refurning home, he L5 | overea g i in the Domesday Book. LlleTsope Road recalls
realised that sanitary measures could vl W by Carnival - the bigges ope the place name then. In the mid 18th century,
prevent this. He set up an experiment by i@ ~ Lisson Green was still a smalll village at a road
building homes with water closets instead W | -~ junction. Great changes were coming as
of cess pits, and light and fresh air coming i ( London spread outwards and traffic from the
into each room. The child mortality rate west increased, especially o Smithfield Market.
was compared fo the Pofteries and f i Lisson Green retained a country atmosphere
Piggeries; with 80 fewer children, fneslyrnls . which attracted artists, writers and composers
had 41 more deaths than e Association's = ” including Joseph Hadyn as residents in the late
e N T 18th and 19th centuries. The painter Benjamin

| Smith's grand-daughter whom he brought up was - i i s Haydon described a dinner party there with

o %

{ Ofclrf’ovio Hiﬂ Thihgrgm Christian sscic(\jreformer. Mucr; 5| Wordsworth, Keats and Lamb.
of her work in the improvement and managemen - ;
of housing for the poor was carried out in Marylebone. “I_'l Streefscopes :dve been alfered dramatically by the
She was a founder of the Peabody Trust, whose social e . x 3 coming of the Cono‘l and railway and the F’I'TZ
housing includes the Daigarno Way estate on our route. e 85 of world war two. meﬁss?gég’ee”ﬁe*of‘fe W;35 bg‘gc'g
Health and wealth are still strongly linked. A 15 year A yoerd Gncsi Cchd dspifH?Jrgne for
| 'gap' in life expectancy exists between the worst and - l [ 5,000 people, it was by
best wards in Westminster. Church Street, the poorest, (o) 7 p'roblems frolm the beginnin
has the worst life expectancy in London for males at E -~ Eliicocl oo e qng
67.4 years (UK average is 75 yrs) and for women af 72.2 = " Ll lEsmm demoﬁi)ﬁon' o WGE(WOVSghOVe
yEQI (K avelode 72 ). ISLAM X STREH I el @ improved things. At the heart
Muslims have lived, worked and raised families in North - e 0 = — | CIIEICLEE) B il
Kensington for over forty years and form a multti-cultural, =2 i s o local market in Church Street.
multi-lingual community of over 20 nationalities. For a S
community and area that faces many disadvantages & n =S5 ; Paddington Green is a remnant of ancient
in health, housing, education and employment, the - £ U common land and has many intersting
Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre seeks to be 'a place i - : o associations other than the famous police
that would inspire, attract and act as a positive force ! e b 2 = station. Take time to read the information
for change within the local community and the wider i 2 board as you walk through.
society.' Unlock walkers are encouraged to visit fo see = ®
what goes on and leam. Please be culturally sensitive L = Inthe days when goods were best fransported
and cover up arms and upper legs in the building. arge over greéat swathes of We \ O by canal, Paddington Basin was a central
ode! a 3 2 distribution point for building materials, coal,
g\n;r]il the é)pdeninlg ofdPaddingffquT?ﬂog ‘?w] 83% ik L manure and a thousand other things and
ishop's Bridge Road was a footpath betwee ¥ i i
villa gs. It co%ﬂnued through wh(g}T is now called s duictin iﬁgﬁgﬂ?&gmﬁﬁ;gﬁgfﬁiﬂfg

Westbourne Grove, then areal 'grove' a lane

flanked by tall trees and banks of wildflowers. leisure space, open to the public for the first time.




