www.unlock -urban.org.uk

Resourcing Urban Discipleship by: -
AUnlocking real life stories of urban people
ARevealing Good News of the down -to -earth Christ

AReleasing life changing skills and confidence



a Christlan mission charity that
has been working since 1972 to
help urban churches
of any denomination
to respond to the
challenges In thelir
areas.




especially concerned with helping

or al | earner s ;
cultures

to explore
the Bible.




establish local partnerships in UK
cities to help churches develop
appropriate o L3
ways of
working with
the Bible
within their
local community.




offers training,
support and
resources to
Individuals, churches
and agencies which
have Christian
workers in urban
contexts.




have a one size fits all approach,
or tell you what O0:
own situation

We respond

to the local
context .




Unlock was 50 vyears old in 2022!



HARD FACTS!

Without a significant increase In
walk Income In 2026 and 2027
Un | o cwor& of - <% COLDHARD
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Revealing Good News of the down -to -earth Christ

Releasing life changing skills and confidence

- will not be able to continue !






WHAT WE
BELIEVE

Jesus does not exclude anyone
from the Church or

the Kingdom
because they 2
are Onot|
right kind of
peopl eo0.




WHAT WE
BELIEVE

Jesus does not make anyone
feel that they are beyond the
reach of TS
Grace because [
they ar e i

posh enoly | P




WHAT WE
BELIEVE

Jesusdoes not want anyone to feel
excluded from church life because they do
not have the right qualifications . or

the right kind of job , or
live In the right kind of
house, or street , or read
the right books , or have
the right way of speaking .




WHAT WE
BELIEVE

A The fact that no one ever meant to make
people feel that way does not mean that it has
not happened.

A The church needsto
be prepared to /isten
attentively to those
who have felt
marginalized or
excluded.




WHAT WE
BELIEVE

Those who the church has
somehow kept at the edge are
often those
from whom

we have

most to learn.




WHAT WE NOTICE . .

Christians can, and do,
learn about their faith simply by: -

Asharing stories from their own everyday
experience —
and

A- relating them to

the stories
INn the bible . .




Adeciding what to do about it
Ataking action and

Asharing stories
of the actions
they have taken
-andsoon... .




UNLOCKOS SI |
APPROACH

s easy to use, once you know how,

and Is accessible to people who are
alienated Dby

traditional, text

Based methods

of studying
Christian faith and
the Bible.




UNLOCKOS S
APPROACH

A Can be a refreshing approach for
those who are quite comfortable
with traditional Bible study
methods! _—

A Often includes
food and creative
activities




Un | o cWag &f Learning about Faith

Unlocking Life
Experience

Start with the group
telling stories from their
real life experience.

Releasing Life Changing Skills
Change happens as a result of
linking real life experience with
the Bible. This change often
leads to action among others.

Leading to more experience
What we learn now is learnt
for life and changes us. We
also learn to keep reflecting!

Revealing the Down to Earth
Christ

The real life stories are compared
to similar situations in the Bible.




Unlock Training

Learn Un | o cwayo$ enabling ordinary people to
connect their own stories into the BIG STORY of God
and Godos peopl e.

%11
Where would | A
you like Unlock PN —
Training?
Talk to the

staff, or contact
the office to
arrange.




Do you want to
Know how?

Unlock Training

A Anywhere In the UK

A Morning, afternoon,
evening or daytime

A Up to 30 people

A Useful, and fun as
well

A Contact us to
arrange a date




Training
Feedback

lwanted to say thank you so much for a
produced. They have been invaluable in my context, and have really

helped some of our local people to start to engage with conversations

around faith and begin to open up with one another. Thank you so much

for making these available. | attended an Unlock training day which was

great to hear more about the Unlock learning cycle and how it was

developed.

Over the past year we have started a Wellbeing
group at my church.

| had the idea of starting a small group based
around Wellbeing, and offering faith as something
which could aid people in their wellbeing. We
began by using some of the Unlock resources,

and they worked really well. We adapted them to
suit our context, and then have started writing our
own resources .




Training
A iThe course was inspiri FeedbaCk
piring and

has provoked a few I deas! o

A 'This teaching will help us to
engage with adults at our
Defenders Feast and Messy
Church groups in a different and
more effective way '

A 0 Wdave been looking for how
we can engage with people who
are seeking faith and the Unlock
method will give us a way to
teach people about the Bible
and about faith . 0




Training Feedback

Seaham Gets Creative with Sea Glass!

Gemma came to an Unlock Training event in Sunderland last Autumn. As part of the day
Gemma and her colleagues had fun planning an Unlock session along these lines.

The group started by identifying something that was special to the story of their

community. Seaham was home to one of the biggest bottle manufacturers in Europe
between 1850 and 1932. At the end of each day the waste glass was simply tipped onto
the beach. So, Seaham beach is famous for the quantities of sea glass that can be found
there. The group used the idea of the sea glass to create this Unlock workshop outline.

You are chosen by God, you are loved.

Search out pieces of sea glass from a tray of sand. Find ones that you like and say why
they appeal to you. Use this activity to encourage people to share something of
themselves and their stories.

Seaham sea glass is something that has been thrown away as
rubbish but it is still beautiful and can be used to make
beautiful things.

Watch a clip fr oimlesuddnaosing hio sDesciples
or Zacchaeus.

Song - God has chosen me?

Continue a discussion of being chosen while making or ~ doing
something using sea glass 1 mobiles, mosaic hearts, light
catchers , pictures, decorate jam jars with sea glass




WHY ARE THERE
LONDON WALKS?

The Unlock London Walks exist
to raise money for U n I o C\/\k)r& s{_ |

LELEL’E- =

We want you all to
have a great time,
and maybe learn
some things, but

| et 0s not i
the fact that the reason we are all here 1S
to raise money.

il ! ETET



HARD FACTS!

Un | o cfikunesnvork
depends on DOUBLING

the income from the
annual -

London walk !




- HARD FACTS!
We desperately need

twice as many walkers
by the time we get to
the 2027 walk;
and twice as
much income!
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STUFF HAPPENS

Feeding & Being Fed.

Donna; a struggling young mum attended an Unlock session about
food: two days later, she rushed into lunch club, still really excited
about what she had | earned, shou
basketsé 12 BASKETS | eftover! ! 1]
she wants a Bible; there was a child like wonder in her response to

the session; it connects to her own experience

of feeding & being fed. She likes to have 4
her freezer and cupboards full and feed

her children on demand. Her sister is
there too; they were giving each -other
permission. They are filled with wonder

at a super-abundant God.




Things People
have said . . .

AJnlock are specifically committed to a section of
soclety that the church often neglects, because that
section of society Is perceived as not having the
Intellectual capacity to engage adequately with the
Bible, which is often regarded in the MR. CHAV
church as a text for experts. R
Unlock reaches out R

specifically to a marginalized
group and in doing so, Unlock

folowsthee x ampl e of <




STUFF HAPPENS

Using the oO0say It how it 1 s0 2 K
Muddl i ng through): Janeos boyfri
some money; she is uncomfortable, feels trapped. In the session
she came across the stop sign. She heard about God saying that he
was not happy with the way people were behaving. It was an
entirely new concept. It had never occurred

\ e

to her before that she had both the right and the /
power to simply say ON

I n and said, Ol ove don
and never saw him agalil
became new a feature o

made other choices on that basis. \




Unlock has a
website . . .

www.unlock -urban.org.uk
On it you will find: -

A Unlock stories

A Unlock resources

A Updates from the

A places we are working
A Our plans for the future
AHow t o support Unl ockos w

A Information about the next Unlock London
walk and Unlock training events



http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/

2 UNLOCK Urban - Revealing Good Mews of the Down to Earth Christ - Microsoft Internet Explorer @@

File Edit ‘“iew Favorites Tools  Help

IJ Back - 4 ﬂ ﬂ . | Search Favarites {"':1

Address E;|'L hikkpe f e, unlock-urban.org, kS

Unlaek aims

UNLOCKING to give a nelping
LIFE hand %6 the chunéh

o, relate the
www.unlocturban.org. ukigremBie,

around them.




Free Bible Study
Resources

Unlock resources

and approaches to CALM
and
download from the T
We b S i te necting issues in day to da




Most Recent

www.unlock

Trailing Bible Tales

Connecting with your local community
through Seasonal Interactive Trails

Prepared by Siggy Parratt-Halbert
Unlock Woodhouse Worker

With contributions from Lisa M Neal of Heanor

-urban.org.uk

Chatting with the Creator

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BISLE GATEWAY

FY: THERE'S A TOOOOOOON OF PEOPLE POWN “
THERE THANKING YOU THAT T IS FRIDAY

Making it Easy for Folk to Chat with God

Designed by Siggy Parratt-Halbert (Jnlock
Woodhouse Worker

Slithers of Gold

on the themes of Guilt, Mending
and Grace; connecting issues in
day to day life with Bible stories

Developed by Dawn Lonsdale
Unlock Chief Officer with Claire Cullingworth

Unlocking
Feelings

-
e e
. A~ S
o
| —

Creative Activities and reflections
on the themes of Emotions;
connecting the way we feel in day
to day life with Bible stories

Developed by
Cathy Westby in Hull



A The Heart of the Estate

A Unlocking Bible Women
AWhat 6s the Bu
A Keep Calmand ...

A Pop Goes the Weasel

A Popcorn and Nachos

A Unlock DIY

A Unlock Stretched Out

A What Now?
AEaster at St
A Unlocking The Prodigal
A Starter for Ten

A The Veronica Sessions

www.unlock -urban.org.uk



THINGS PEOPLE
HAVE SAID . ..

ouUnl ock have under
Importance of Scripture as narrative,
rather than an abstract text that
communicates
principles. You do not
flatten out the
extraordinarily rich range
of literature In the Bible Y
INtoa seri es o .




THE CHALLENGE!

What will you do to
help the Unlock
London Walk raise
more funding for
Unlock ?

What will you do to: :

AAttract more walkers?
ARalse more funds?



Family.

STUFF REALLY HAPPENS!

A mum & 3 grown up daughters; very local; attended
toddlers and messy church. First they all joined in with

Unlock-Sur vi ving Xmas, t
canot read & write; t
etc) as a result of the priorities session, one of t

N e n o)
ney st
nem

acting as a local leader. Now there is a family exercise
group. Then the Minister continues the group as a
nurture course; all four are now members of the church,

full on; plus one of their male partners. Family
reinforcement really helps.



THINGS PEOPLE HAVE
SAID . ..

During Unlock DIY, after a taster
Unlock session: -

Adhis Is more like nwith-r e aoc /it ohud n
reach©o

Adlikedthat! di1 d i
feel taught at but
rather that we were
Learning togethero










FROM AN UNLOCK
WORKER . .

At the end of his time with us Cameron said this I

1 fust wanted to say a huge thank you to the

team at Unlock for allowing me to have an amazing
year working with Unlock, | have learned and grown
so much as an individual but most importantly in my
faith. |
| heard stories and saw emotions that were
Unlocked through the events that that | held, and
connected with people better through our stories.
| have gained skills and knowledge but mainly

memories that will be with me forever. o












For Some It offers
a NEW START

Using the Unlock New
beginnings session with a
very mixed group, we

earn that o6ani}
pelongs to Christ is a new .
persono. Threek§
people who had gone all |
through separation &
divorce; had never realized
before that they could
have a new start.




THINGS PEOPLE
HAVE SAID . ..

AbUnl ock hel ped me
realise that the Bible Is
rel evant t o |

AbUnl ock bri n
everyday lives into
conversation with the
Bi bl e0

Ab Peopl ebs ex
IS a valid lens for
| ooki ng at t




Things people have

said . . .

AO6G6Al pha just doesnodot fi
Unlock Is much more
relevant to the people
Il n our c¢omrie

A6Starting
experience Is a
strength because
everyone can talk
about their own
experi ence.




WHAT CHURCHES
CAN DOQO: -

1. Take concrete and regular
action which clearly
communicates that the day to day
lives, work, and

experiences of

Everyday Christians
IS highly valued.



