"Unlock are a vital resource enabling
the Christian life to be accessible and
open to everyone, particularly those
from urban areas.”

Andrew Davey
Church of England
Board of Social Responsibility

Unlock is a Christian organisation that

has been around for 30 years! It exists to

help churches in the inner city - and on outer
housing estates - respond to the challenges
that they face in their areas. If you have ever
had to face a difficult situation and work out
"what it means to be a Christian here" you will
understand what some of those challenges are.

Unlock believes that God cares about our
day-to-day struggles, and we want to help
churches to share that Good News! We do this

Groups meeting in locations as diverse as pubs
and prisons have already used these packs.

‘: through workshops and Unlock resource packs.

“ £
QJ n l Unlock began its life in 1972 as The Evangelical Urban Training
0% Project (Eutp). It was set up by, amongst others, Lord David
Sheppard, then Bishop of Woolwich.
™ l At that time it was recognised that congregations in inner city
\ and outer housing estate areas were neglected by evangelicals

N
w_‘n % and little understood by a mainly middle class church. Eutp
i l o was set up to help such Christians to share the Gospel in their
own communities, confident in their own style of faith.
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Lea Bridge Road

The Unlock London
sSponsored Walk No.1

formerly EOP |

ponations from individuals fund 88% of Unlock's work,
they are vital to help us continue to develop & produce
Bible study materials, workshops and consultancy.

WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT

N2

“sponsored Walk:
E.Q‘Fhe walk started in 1984
- and is still going strong
(IZOO people walked the
” " route in 2001).

It is intended to raise

“  theawareness of
Christians from affluent
areas of the UK as to

the problems - as well

as the potential - of

urban churches.This

is achieved by arranging

a circular route with

stops at various church
‘checkpoints', that
represent a variety of
denominations.

A fact sheet is handed to
the walkers at each church,
describing the situations
faced by that church.
Members of each church
community are

encouraged to be available
to welcome walkers and
answer questi?,r:s.

It is hoped that practical
links will in thig'way be
forged between inner and
outer city churches, al
that understanding:
will grow.
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Coppermill Lane
Think London, think River Thames - this year's walk focuses rather on the River Lea
(or Lee?), which rises in the Bedfordshire hills north of Luton, flows across
Hertfordshire and then marks the dividing line between the ancient parishes of
Hackney and Low Leyton, joining the Thames at Leamouth - just below Bow Creek.

The river and its surrounding marshland marked the boundary between the Danes
and the Anglo-Saxons, divided Middlesex from Essex and even now separates the
Dioceses of London and Chelmsford. Londoners moved across the marsh in huge
numbers between 1870 and 1910 to improve their lives (economic migrants?),

and now both Leyton and Hackney are places through which thousands of
commuters travel daily, re-crossing the marsh on their way back into London.
Leyton and Hackney feel nevertheless very different places.

Both have experienced immigration on a large scale from many different parts of
the world. As our walk visits seven churches on either side of the River Lea divide,
it will be very interesting to find out how the Church works with such multi-culture.
How can a church be both effective and multi-cultural and should it strive to avoid
becoming a 'tribal' church, catering in practice for single cultural groups?

The route crosses the Lea / marsh twice in contrasting styles - Lea Bridge Rd

is very busy and urban, whilst Coppermill Lane is comparatively quiet, almost rural.
As we cross the divide it is good to reflect on just how daunting have been the
divides - geographical, cultural, political, economic - that immigrants have had to
cross to make new homes and lives in Hackney and Leyton.

Many stories lie waiting to be Unlocked!

How to get there... Thereare no Underground stations in t&g[hm the London Bo
despite long campaigning for o This is notﬁmgmd& ith

a) Finsbury Park: Catch the |0¢
Bouverie Road (which is on the rigl

b) Leyton: Turn right outside station and walk
the Church Rd/ High Rd/ Grange Park Rd triang

There are local stations along the route but tl
Stoke Newington and Rectory Road are on the Live
and Hertford East lines (4 trains an h

An all-day London tr
alternatively they are avail

n sometimes be bought with a
from underground stations (ap



