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��
  Materials 
 

These materials have been produced by ������ . 
You may photocopy them. 

 
However, we would ask that you:- 
 

·  Reproduce any material in full, rather than editing it. 
·  Acknowledge both the author and ������ , including a contact address for 

������ . 
·  Inform ������  if the material is to be distributed to a network wider than a 

local church or group. 
 
These materials contain some images which are not original to Unlock.  We have attempted to 
identify all the sources and seek permission to use images, but in some cases we have 
received no response. ������  apologise if they have broken copyright, and upon notification, 
would seek to remedy this as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for your co-operation in this. 

 

The text of the Bible studies in the course is taken from the Good News Bible  
(British Usage edition),  

published by the Bible Socities and Collins,  
American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976; used by permission. 

 
If you have any queries relating to ������	 materials, please contact: 

 
Unlock 

Handsworth Parish Centre 
Handsworth Road 

Handsworth 
Sheffield S13 9BZ 

 
01142 939060 

office@unlock-urban.org.uk 
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The traditional method of Bible study 

The majority of bible studies start with a text 

And moves onto an analysis of the text and the 
deduction of general principles.  

Finally, there is encouragement to apply this to 
life 

“There was once a man..” 

“The good Samaritan helped his 
neighbour…” 

“We  must help others.” 

This style provides a framework, within which the person can store the information in his/her mind, in 
note form or on disc) for retrieval when it is needed. This requires a way of thinking and 
communicating which is based on book and lecture methods of learning; it is not the appropriate 
method for a vast number of people. 

Unlock’s method of Bible study 
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10: 25-37 
The Good News Translation  
 
25 A teacher of the Law came up and tried to trap Jesus. 
"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to receive eternal life?"  
26 Jesus answered him, "What do the Scriptures say? How do 
you interpret them?"  
27 The man answered, " "Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind'; and "Love your neighbour as you love yourself.' "  
28 "You are right," Jesus replied; "do this and you will live."  
29 But the teacher of the Law wanted to justify himself, so he 
asked Jesus, "Who is my neighbour?"  
30 Jesus answered, "There was once a man who was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, 
stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead. 31 It so 
happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he 
saw the man, he walked on by on the other side. 32 In the 
same way a Levite also came there, went over and looked at 
the man, and then walked on by on the other side. 33 But a 
Samaritan who was travelling that way came upon the man, 
and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity. 34 He went 
over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged 
them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to 
an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he took out 
two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. "Take care of 
him,' he told the innkeeper, "and when I come back this way, I 
will pay you whatever else you spend on him.' "  
36 And Jesus concluded, "In your opinion, which one of these 
three acted like a neighbour toward the man attacked by the 
robbers?"  
37 The teacher of the Law answered, "The one who was kind to 
him."  
Jesus replied, "You go, then, and do the same." 
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Abraham and the three strangers -Genesis 18: 1-16 
The Good News Translation  
 
 1 The Lord appeared to Abraham at the sacred trees of Mamre. As 
Abraham was sitting at the entrance of his tent during the hottest 
part of the day, 2 he looked up and saw three men standing there. 
As soon as he saw them, he ran out to meet them. Bowing down 
with his face touching the ground,  3 he said, "Sirs, please do not 
pass by my home without stopping; I am here to serve you. 4 Let 
me bring some water for you to wash your feet; you can rest here 
beneath this tree. 5 I will also bring a bit of food; it will give you 
strength to continue your journey. You have honoured me by coming 
to my home, so let me serve you."  
They replied, "Thank you; we accept." 6 Abraham hurried into the 
tent and said to Sarah, "Quick, take a sack of your best flour, and 
bake some bread." 7 Then he ran to the herd and picked out a calf 
that was tender and fat, and gave it to a servant, who hurried to get 
it ready. 8 He took some cream, some milk, and the meat, and set 
the food before the men. There under the tree he served them 
himself, and they ate. 9 Then they asked him, "Where is your wife 
Sarah?"  
"She is there in the tent," he answered. 10 One of them said, "Nine 
months from now I will come back, and your wife Sarah will have a 
son."  
Sarah was behind him, at the door of the tent, listening. 11 Abraham 
and Sarah were very old, and Sarah had stopped having her 
monthly periods. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself and said, "Now 
that I am old and worn out, can I still enjoy sex? And besides, my 
husband is old too."  13 Then the Lord asked Abraham, "Why did 
Sarah laugh and say, "Can I really have a child when I am so old?' 
14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? As I said, nine months from 
now I will return, and Sarah will have a son." 15 Because Sarah was 
afraid, she denied it. "I didn't laugh," she said.  
"Yes, you did," he replied. "You laughed." 
16 Then the men left and went to a place where they could look 
down at Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them on their 
way. 
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Eyrun lives in Iceland with her son, Salomon in a place called Hvollsvolur. 

It’s a town in the south just off the main road that rings the whole of Iceland. 
Because her home is a good stopping off point she gets loads of travellers 
dropping in. Often bad weather can disrupt journeys too and she often has 

people staying over. Icelanders take great pride in their hospitality and 
Eyrun is no exception. Like Abraham and Sarah in the story, she welcomes 
her guests (friends, foreigners and strangers) with warmth and enthusiasm 

taking great care to make sure they are well fed and rested. 
 

Now in her mid-30s, Eyrun has moved over 40 times and describes herself 
as a nomad. She knows what it means to feel rootless so has a great deal 
of insight into what it means to be a stranger. She’s also someone who’s 
had her heart broken many times and often talks of how Jesus took her 
stone heart and made it soft and how he keeps doing it whenever it gets 

bruised or bashed up. 
 

Eyrun is a great example of someone who just offers what they can, when 
they can, wherever they’re at. And though she never asks for or expects it, 

people love her back and are challenged because of it. 
 

Is there anyone you know who inspires and challenges you in a similar 
way? 
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Jesus at the home of Mary and Martha - Luke 10: 38- 42 
The Good News Translation  
 
38 As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him in her home. 39 She had a sister named 
Mary, who sat down at the feet of the Lord and listened to his teaching. 40 
Martha was upset over all the work she had to do, so she came and said, 
"Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 
Tell her to come and help me!" 41 The Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha! 
You are worried and troubled over so many things, 42 but just one is needed. 
Mary has chosen the right thing, and it will not be taken away from her." 
 
 
 
Jesus at the home of Simon - Luke 7: 36-50 
The Good News Translation  
 
36 A Pharisee invited Jesus to have dinner with him, and Jesus went to his 
house and sat down to eat. 37 In that town was a woman who lived a sinful 
life. She heard that Jesus was eating in the Pharisee's house, so she brought 
an alabaster jar full of perfume 38 and stood behind Jesus, by his feet, crying 
and wetting his feet with her tears. Then she dried his feet with her hair, kissed 
them, and poured the perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee saw this, he 
said to himself, "If this man really were a prophet, he would know who this 
woman is who is touching him; he would know what kind of sinful life she 
lives!" 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have something to tell 
you."  
"Yes, Teacher," he said, "tell me." 41 "There were two men who owed money 
to a moneylender," Jesus began. "One owed him five hundred silver coins, 
and the other owed him fifty. 42 Neither of them could pay him back, so he 
cancelled the debts of both. Which one, then, will love him more?" 43 "I 
suppose," answered Simon, "that it would be the one who was forgiven more."  
"You are right," said Jesus. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to 
Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your home, and you gave me no 
water for my feet, but she has washed my feet with her tears and dried them 
with her hair. 45 You did not welcome me with a kiss, but she has not stopped 
kissing my feet since I came. 46 You provided no olive oil for my head, but she 
has covered my feet with perfume. 47 I tell you, then, the great love she has 
shown proves that her many sins have been forgiven. But whoever has been 
forgiven little shows only a little love." 48 Then Jesus said to the woman, "Your 
sins are forgiven." 49 The others sitting at the table began to say to 
themselves, "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" 50 But Jesus said to the 
woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."  
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The Sheep and the Goats - Matthew 25:31-46 
The Good News Translation  
 
31 "When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his royal throne, 32 and the people of all 
the nations will be gathered before him. Then he will divide 
them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will put the righteous people at his right 
and the others at his left. 34 Then the King will say to the 
people on his right, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father! 
Come and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for 
you ever since the creation of the world. 35 I was hungry and 
you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger 
and you received me in your homes, 36 naked and you clothed 
me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you 
visited me.' 37 The righteous will then answer him, "When, 
Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you a drink? 38 When did we ever see you a stranger and 
welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39 When 
did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?' 40 The 
King will reply, "I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the 
least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me!' 41 
"Then he will say to those on his left, "Away from me, you that 
are under God's curse! Away to the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the Devil and his angels! 42 I was hungry but you 
would not feed me, thirsty but you would not give me a drink; 43 
I was a stranger but you would not welcome me in your homes, 
naked but you would not clothe me; I was sick and in prison but 
you would not take care of me.' 44 Then they will answer him, 
"When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and we would not help 
you?' 45 The King will reply, "I tell you, whenever you refused to 
help one of these least important ones, you refused to help me.' 
46 These, then, will be sent off to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous will go to eternal life."  

�
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The Parable of the Great Banquet - Luke 14: 15-24 
The Good News Translation  
 
15 When one of the guests sitting at the table heard this, he 
said to Jesus, "How happy are those who will sit down at the 
feast in the Kingdom of God!" 16 Jesus said to him, "There was 
once a man who was giving a great feast to which he invited 
many people. 17 When it was time for the feast, he sent his 
servant to tell his guests, "Come, everything is ready!' 18 But 
they all began, one after another, to make excuses. The first 
one told the servant, "I have bought a field and must go and 
look at it; please accept my apologies.' 19 Another one said, "I 
have bought five pairs of oxen and am on my way to try them 
out; please accept my apologies.' 20 Another one said, "I have 
just gotten married, and for that reason I cannot come.' 21 The 
servant went back and told all this to his master. The master 
was furious and said to his servant, "Hurry out to the streets 
and alleys of the town, and bring back the poor, the crippled, 
the blind, and the lame.' 22 Soon the servant said, "Your order 
has been carried out, sir, but there is room for more.' 23 So the 
master said to the servant, "Go out to the country roads and 
lanes and make people come in, so that my house will be full. 
24 I tell you all that none of those who were invited will taste my 
dinner!' " 
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The Great Commission - Matthew 28:16-20 
The Good News Translation  
 
16 The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee 
where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they 
saw him, they worshiped him, even though some 
of them doubted. 18 Jesus drew near and said to 
them, "I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. 19 Go, then, to all peoples 
everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teach them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And I will be with you 
always, to the end of the age."  
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Discipleship is not a matter 
of settling down and 

protecting and preserving 
the church 

 family but most richly 
expressed as a risky 

journey, a practice that 
subverts our human 

tendency to fix boundaries 
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The Heavenly City - Revelation 21: 1-5; 11-27 
The Good News Translation 
 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first 
earth disappeared, and the sea vanished. 2 And I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a 
bride dressed to meet her husband. 3 I heard a loud voice speaking from the 
throne: "Now God's home is with people! He will live with them, and they shall 
be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their God. 4 He will 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief 
or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared." 5 Then the one who sits 
on the throne said, "And now I make all things new!" He also said to me, "Write 
this, because these words are true and can be trusted."  
 
11 The city shone like a precious stone, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had 
a great, high wall with twelve gates and with twelve angels in charge of the 
gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of the people 
of Israel. 13 There were three gates on each side: three on the east, three on 
the south, three on the north, and three on the west. 14 The city's wall was 
built on twelve foundation stones, on which were written the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 The angel who spoke to me had a gold 
measuring stick to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city was 
perfectly square, as wide as it was long. The angel measured the city with his 
measuring stick: it was fifteen hundred miles long and was as wide and as 
high as it was long. 17 The angel also measured the wall, and it was 216 feet 
high, according to the standard unit of measure which he was using. 18 The 
wall was made of jasper, and the city itself was made of pure gold, as clear as 
glass. 19 The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with all kinds of 
precious stones. The first foundation stone was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the 
seventh yellow quartz, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chalcedony, 
the eleventh turquoise, the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls; each gate was made from a single pearl. The street of the city was of 
pure gold, transparent as glass. 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because 
its temple is the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb. 23 The city has no need of 
the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God shines on it, and 
the Lamb is its lamp.  24 The peoples of the world will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their wealth into it.  25 The gates of the city will 
stand open all day; they will never be closed, because there will be no night 
there.  26 The greatness and the wealth of the nations will be brought into the 
city. 27 But nothing that is impure will enter the city, nor anyone who does 
shameful things or tells lies. Only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of the living will enter the city.  

�
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