Unlocking the Bible

A resource devised by Roy Dorey
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What is Unlock?

Unlock, by various names, has been around for over 30 years trying to help
(mainly) urban Christians to understand and share their faith appropriately.
We are especially concerned with communication in a traditional tabloid (non-
book) culture. As well as maintaining our team of workers, we publish a variety
of resources and can provide training for group leaders.

Our approach is to take people's own experience and/or context as the 'text’.
Everyone can speak with authority about their own experience or context.
These texts are already 'stored’ in their, or their community’'s, memory. They
do not have to be learned, they are already familiar. But they can be explored,
compared to other 'texts’ like in the Bible, critiqued, and learning drawn from
them, which can be applied.

In other words, we can learn about our faith simply by:

1. sharing stories from our own everyday experience and

2. relating them to the stories in the Bible and

3. deciding what to do about it

4. then taking action and

5. sharing stories of the actions we have takenand soon . . ..

Our life experience matters; our stories; our joys and sorrows. The Bible has
plenty to say - more than we'll ever know - about our lives if we know how to
read it and apply it...if we know how to UNLOCK it!



How to use this material:

There are seven sessions in this course, each building from the previous one.
The hope is that as a group works through each one, frust and confidence will
be built fo enable them, as individuals and together, to rise to the increasing
challenges each session will present. This could be anything from just being in
a room with other people, fo reading or praying aloud, to leading parts of the
session.

Ground rules for participants:

The first session should set out some "ground rules” for the discussions, to let
people know what will happen and how they are expected to contribute. Decide
these together so everyone can have a sense of ownership as to how the group
is run. Some examples are as follows:

* Everyone will contribute as much or as little of their personal stories that
they are comfortable with.

* Everything said during these evenings will stay within the group and be
treated as confidential, whether it's someone’s personal story or opinion.

* People can opt out of exercises, without having to give a reason for it.

* Most discussions will be "unfinished” and be interrupted after short periods
of time. This is as it should be, since the aim is to start discussions, not finish
them.

* There are no 'right” or "wrong” answers or opinions, and those who perhaps
have more in-depth knowledge of the Bible should feel free to contribute to
the discussions with “facts” provided they know that those comments are not
more valid than other opinions expressed in the group.



The traditional method of Bible study

The majority of bible studies start with a text. “There was once a man..”

And moves onto an analysis of the text and
the deduction of general principles.

“The good Samaritan helped
his neighbour...”
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Finally, there is encouragement to apply “We must help others.”
this to life.

This style provides a framework, within which the person can store the information
in his/her mind, in note form or on disc for retrieval when it is needed. This
requires a way of thinking and communicating that is based on book and lecture
methods of learning; it is not the appropriate method for a vast number of people.

Unlock’s method of Bihle studv

Unlocking real life stories of
urban people
Unlock’s methods begin with a
group of people sharing their real life
experiences. Unlock’s materials
suggest different things that will help
this to happen - for example, a few
questions, a game or a video clip.

... leading to more
experiences to be
unlocked!

Revealing Good News of the
Down to Earth Christ
These real life stories are compared
with similar situations in the Bible.
Unlock materials provide Bible
passages on individual pages, that can
be photocopied for use with a group.

Releasing life changing skills and confidence
Change happens as a result of linking real life experiences
with the Bible -

“We learn it now and we learn it for life.”

The individuals and groups involved change, and there is
often action among those around them.




Unlocking the Bible

Beginning as a Christian
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References from the Bible
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Themes from the Bible
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Unlocking the Bible

What it felt like to be there
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Re-writing the Parables
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Unlocking the Bible

How | learn best
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Unlocking the Bible

What the Church looks like to those outside it
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Unlocking the Bible

Questions you would like to ask Jesus
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Unlock Materials
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