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 St. Saviour

St Saviour (C of E) 
Rev. Wendy Saunders 
98 Middle Park Avenue, Eltham SE9 5JH 
Tel 0208 850 6829 
Mobile 07802 603 754 
Email revwendy@tiscali.co.uk 

St. Saviour’s, Eltham is the 6th most deprived parish in the 
diocese of Southwark (and 5 of the top 9 most deprived 
parishes are in the leafy ‘Royal’ Borough of Greenwich). The 
Church of England uses IMD scores (Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation) to better understand the context of its parishes 
and their mission.

St. Saviour’s church building was consecrated on 1st July, 
1933 so we will ‘celebrate’ its 80th birthday this summer. The 
church though started its life in a mission hut (no longer 
there) in Mayerne Road (across Eltham Hill on the Page 
estate) in 1927. A lot of churches were built at this time to 
offer ministry to the new housing going up after the first 
world war. However by 1932/3 when Middle Park was built, 
it was to house the workers for the Woolwich Arsenal in 
preparation for the second world war!

The building has a domineering exterior and is no aid to 
mission but the contrast inside is breath-taking and we 
speak of the ‘Wow’ factor. From the youngest to the oldest 
(including a Bishop or two along the way) people come in 
for the first time and simply say ‘Wow’, especially when they 
see the east window. The building is a concrete parable 
– you have to cross the threshold (of faith) to discover 
the glory within. The statue of Christ is a favourite with the 
children and yes, the eyes really do follow you! 

We now have a flagpole complete with Union Jack 
permanently flying - and its mobile phone antennae which 
brings some income to help maintain the building, though 
it’s a drop in the ocean. The building sadly has not stood 
the test of time and is something of a ball and chain rather 
than aid to mission. There is not the money in an area 
like this to repair it either. So we minister despite it and are 
currently more concerned to refurbish the Church Hall as 
our base for mission and ministry. We recently had a new 

roof covering (thanks to Tudor Trust and the CCF) so all we 
need now is to refurbish everything else! Please pray that 
fundraising to that end will be successful.

We are one of 3 parishes that comprise a Church Army 
‘Centre of Mission’ which is developing DARE, a strategy of 
Doing, Advocating, Resourcing and Enabling the whole 
church to be engaged in evangelism. Our CA evangelist 
runs Coffee Stop once a week and is about to launch the 
3rd Superkidz club in the area having successfully gained the 
funds and recruited at the end of 2012. The volunteers that 
are or will be involved in this is where DARE starts to be visible. 

Our own vision is captured in our mission statement which is 
simply 4 key words – known as our 4 ‘H’s 

•	 Hope - the start of the circle and what we offer as 
Christians to our parish – as people of faith we are never 
hopeless as we are never God-forsaken!

•	 Hospitality – where we reach out to welcome everyone 
regardless of what labels others may put on them – we 
are also signed up to Inclusive Church.

•	 Humanity – through the hospitality, human relationship 
is formed and nurtured and we pray the love of Christ is 
demonstrated

•	 Healing – through the human encounter, God is able to 
heal and in that healing is renewed Hope – and so the 
cycle continues …

Hospitality is offered through our worship, midweek and 
Sunday services usually Holy Communion and always 
catering for children, a Home Group and a new Café Church. 
Our priest is involved with our local schools and pre-school, 
Children’s Centre and our own Stay n Play. The Women 
Connected to St. Saviour network was formed from the base 
of the Stay n Play and congregation. It transpired the word 
‘connected’ made it more accessible as the connection can 
be and remains tenuous. Also a Cuppacha Club for people 
who’ve been bereaved or are living with life limiting conditions 
and a Mother’s Union branch which although small and 
elderly underpin us with their mature spirituality and prayers. 
Church Leaders in Eltham meet regularly for lunch and 
monthly to pray together. Our latest joint venture is launching 
the Greenwich Foodbank and opening a Welcome Centre 
for Eltham. Our own wish list is to open a Messy Church on 
Horn Park – the other half of the parish across the 4 lanes of 
the A20! We’re just waiting on God to show us the volunteers 
who will run it! The harvest is ripe ….. your prayers will help – 
thank you. We hope you experience the 4 ‘H’s while you’re 
here and leave encouraged in Christ.
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Eltham Green Community Church

Eltham Green Community Church 
Pastor John Watson 
542 Westhorne Avenue, Eltham SE9 6DH  
Tel 0208 850 1331 
Email john.watson@egcc.co.uk

WHERE WE ARE
We are situated in the middle of the Page Estate; this was 
mainly housing for families who could not afford to buy. 
But now many on the estate own their own properties, 
particularly migrants from all parts of the world. We have 
all the usual problems of unemployment, drug abuse, 
delinquent behaviour etc. In recent years we have sought 
to increase our involvement in the social welfare of the 
people living around us. We have a vision that there 
should a Christian witness in every home in Eltham. It is 
with this purpose in mind that we have opened up our 
church to senior citizens on Fridays, mums and toddlers 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. We have midweek life groups 
getting together at various times of the week, to encourage 
neighbours to join us in a more relaxed atmosphere. 
Our latest outreach is to be involved in the food bank 
scheme, which gives food parcels to families with financial 
difficulties. This has become a big problem in our area, with 
unemployment and breakdown of family life quite high. 
We also run CAP money courses from time to time to help 
people to handle their finances.

OUR HISTORY
Eltham Green Community Church was initially established 
as Eltham Green Fellowship in 1975 in the home of Terry 
and Frances Watson. The church grew rapidly. By the end 
of 1977 the Fellowship had to move along the road to 
number 1, the home of Alan and Betty Stewart, in order to 
provide more space for the growing meetings. The numbers 

continued to grow and by 1978 had reached in excess 
of 120 people meeting together on a Sunday. The work 
continued to grow and it became clear that a much larger 
building would be needed. Eventually in December 1981, 
this building, in Westhorne Avenue, came up for sale at a 
price of £50,000. The church immediately made an offer, as 
did a number of other organisations. Faith needed to be 
increased and the church established a day of fasting and 
prayer. It was not long before other bids were withdrawn 
and we had secured the building for £32,500. The church 
has been in this building since May 1982; since that time an 
extension has been added by the church members.

OUR WORK IN THE AREA
We have a high profile in the area and are well known 
amongst the local community; we have been involved 
with the local schools and are always available to help 
where we can. We provide services for mums and toddlers, 
Food Bank and CAP Courses; we also provide clubs for the 
older generation and a regular coffee drop-in. We work 
together on various projects in the area and have good 
relationships with other denominations. In our meetings we 
have open worship where the congregation is encouraged 
to participate and operate in the gifts of the Spirit. We 
encourage our children to participate in worship by creating 
space for movement and engaging them in song as part 
of our worship time. Children and young people also have a 
variety of groups that provide for their specific needs.

THINGS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE
•	 	Thank	God	for	seeing	families	on	the	estate	come	

through to Christ and now consider the church their 
“family”. For a growing church that enjoys a wide 
spectrum of nationalities. For God speaking in the 
church as we gather together.

•		Our	prayer	is	that	we	would	grow	spiritually	as	well	as	
numerically. We are grateful for all the Christians that join 
us, but our heart is that many will come to know Jesus

•		We	want	to	do	so	much	more	but	are	restricted	by	
workers, pray that the Lord of the Harvest will send out 
labourers.

•		Please	pray	for	more	breakthroughs	in	people	in	the	
area who have no hope.
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St. Barnabas

St. Barnabas (C of E)  
Rev. Steve Cook 
St. Barnabas Vicarage, 449 Rochester Way, Eltham SE9 6PH 
Tel 0208 856 8294 
Email cooksca@aol.com 
Also: Rev. William David 
Mobile 079 296 44503

St Barnabas Eltham houses an active and varied Christian 
community. It is a landmark building on the south-circular 
between Woolwich and Lewisham known by thousands of 
motorists. 

HISTORY
The church was originally used as a garrison church for 
the Royal Marines standing on the Woolwich Waterside. 
The Marines moved to Chatham in 1917 and the building 
was unused for twenty years. When the housing estates in 
the parish were being developed in the 1930’s the church 
was moved by taking it down in numbered sections and 
re-erected in Eltham. The sections were moved by Royal 
Marines Engineers on flatbed lorries over Shooters Hill. In 
1944 a fire bomb attack destroyed all but the four external 
walls. It was re-built in the 1950’s. Later a mural was painted 
by Hans Fiebusch as an act of reconciliation (Hans had 
been a POW at Thamesmead and travelled past the 
church to work on the bus). It is one of six such murals 
around south-east London.

TODAY
Today St Barnabas has an ethnically mixed congregation 
with people from right across the world worshipping 
together. The services are relaxed, friendly and informal. 
We define our mission as being to ‘worship the living God 
as a diverse community in the power of the Holy Spirit’. 

SOME PRAYER POINTS
Pray for people who are unable to worship and witness 
with freedom. This year we are supporting the Open 
Doors prayer campaign for North Korea and using 24/7 
prayer. 

Pray for the Church of England’s ministry in working-class 
communities, especially with the traditional white working-
class group. Sadly many people now feel that the CofE is 
not really interested in the concerns of this group with its 
attention focused elsewhere.

Pray for us as a congregation as there are many major 
projects required to upgrade the church for future 
generations to use as a centre of worship, prayer, learning 
and healing.

www.stbarnabaseltham.co.uk
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Saints John Fisher & Thomas More (RC) 
Father Richard Plunkett 
The Presbytery, Arbroath Road, Eltham SE9 6RR 
Tel 0208 856 4993 
Email richard.plunkett@btinternet.com

Saints John Fisher &  
Thomas More

Our church is positioned within a beautiful estate called the 
Progress Estate – where every home is unique in its layout. 

The birth of the Parish took place in 1929 in Appleton Road 
within the school of St Thomas More, being a school during the 
weekdays, and the place of worship on Sundays.

In 1936 the church of St Thomas More was built on Well Hall 
Road, being the gift of Mary Emily le Motte.  She had prayed to 

the martyrs John Fisher & Thomas More for help, and made 
a promise to them, that she would build a church if her 
favour was granted. In thanksgiving to her request being 
granted the church was built in their honour.

It is a very beautiful church with natural light adding a 
special feature. In its day, the two main arches of the 
church were the longest re-inforced concrete expanses of 
the time, and it won many awards.

The church has two perfect reliefs of SS Thomas More & 
John Fisher at the end of these beams.

The church was re-ordered in 1984, and altar brought 
forward, seats re-arranged, thus bringing everyone around 
the altar. It is a church of stunning simplicity and beauty.

The grounds around the church are beautiful. As a 
community, we remember our loved ones who have died 
by placing memorial plaques within the garden and a 
grotto to Our Lady stands to welcome pilgrims, and is a 
place of prayer and serenity.

The church holds a very vibrant community who come 
to Mass every Sunday. Mass is celebrated every day.  The 
community is very welcoming indeed and seeks to bring 
the love of Christ to every member of the community 
by its witness – through prayer, through worship, and 
through many social events which are open to the larger 
community.
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Eltham Park Methodist Church 
Rev. Stephen Maunder (does not live near church) 
155, Westmount Road, Eltham Park SE9 1XX 
Tel 0208 887 1281 
Email willow.cobo@gmail.com 
Also: Jackie Ingram 
Mobile 0781 701 8504 (Hall booking Secretary)

Eltham Park  
Methodist Church

We are delighted to welcome you to Eltham Park Methodist 
Church, and trust that you will enjoy the short time that you 
have with us. 

In the nineteenth century, at a time when Eltham was a village, 
Sergeant Rudd, a serving soldier stationed at the Woolwich 
Barracks preached in the local area. In 1838 he secured funds 
from local people to buy a site just off Eltham High Street to 
build a small Methodist chapel. The original foundation stone 
can be seen in the entrance to our Church. 

The Church on its present site was opened on April 25th 1906 
as the Walford Green Memorial Church, dedicated to the 
memory of the Methodist District Chairman who had been 
instrumental in its building. The rapid expansion of Eltham 
during the following decades also led to a growth for the 
Church which had a membership of 350 in the 1910’s, with 
a Sunday School growing to over 400 children. To meet the 
needs of the rapidly expanding work with children, new halls 
were built. 

A wide range of fellowship meetings, pageants and musical 
productions together with clubs and organisations for all 
ages were all in evidence during the inter-war years. After the 
Second World War, many families moved to the area which 
again led to growth within the Church. 

In the 1980’s further building redevelopment took place 
with the demolishing of the old halls, the selling of land for 
retirement homes at Wesley Court which is adjacent to the 
Church car-park, and the building of a new hall. 

In the first part of the 21st Century, Eltham Park continues to 
be a centre for community activity, albeit in a different form 
to that experienced by previous generations where groups 
tended to be church-led. The congregation is smaller than in 
previous years, but faithful in attendance and in the welcome 
given to others, including another church community which 
worships on the premises. Children and youth work continues 
with Boy’s Brigade, Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, and the 
Toddler Church which meets on a Wednesday morning. The 
Church takes an active interest in local concerns such as the 
Greenwich Food Bank and West London Mission, as well as 
national and international causes.

We would appreciate your prayers for our ministry in the area. 
Join with us in praising God for new ventures such as Toddler 
Church which is successfully drawing in young children and 
their parents/carers, and share with us in praying for God’s 
guidance as we seek to continue His work in this area by 
looking for growth within our congregation, and meeting the 
ongoing demands of caring for the property.

Thank you for your visit. 
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Eltham Park Baptist Church

Eltham Park Baptist Church 
Rev. Paul Rogers 
32a Westmount Road (corner of Glenure Road), Eltham 
Park SE9 1JE  
Tel 0208 850 8075 
Email revpaul@epbc.org.uk

INTRODUCTION
We are a healthy group of Christians living in the Eltham 
Park area of the Royal Borough of Greenwich, South East of 
London. Our immediate locality is dominantly “white middle 
class”, although within 5 miles of us there are plenty of other 
ethnicities. Our congregation is a good reflection of this 
profile. We believe that Jesus loves us and is alive today! We 
believe that God is relevant to our daily living in this 21st 
century world, and that we are responsible for proving this 
to our neighbourhood by sharing our faith, and by caring 
about the people around us – hence our motto: Faith 
to Share and Care. We have a busy weekly schedule of 
activities offering something for the youngest of children, 
through youth, and all ages right up to our valued Senior 
Citizens. We have tried to make our premises inviting – all our 
buildings have step-free access and we have easy access 
toilets equipped for disabled users. We have a special 
seating area for wheelchair users and helpers. We have a 
British Sign Language Level 3 interpreter at most of our main 
Sunday morning services.

Rev Paul Rogers has been our Minister since September 
2009, after a 6 year ministry in Croydon. His wife, Cherie, and 
his two boys, Jon and Matt, bring an added dimension of 
life, love and laughter to his ministry with us. He is well known 
throughout the community and encourages people to live 
as Christian believers throughout all of life. He is passionate 
about experiencing church as a family of believers where we 
can be accepted and belong. Rev Paul encourages us to 
be a welcoming, attractive church but also to be outgoing 

and involved in the world around us through our own 
workplaces and church partnerships with other organisations.

WHAT WE ARE DOING
Our members are involved in many things in our wider 
community, as Street Pastors in Woolwich, feeding the 
homeless in Central London, supporting the Greenwich 
Foodbank and supporting families of those within our local 
Prisons. Many events are hosted on our premises, bringing 
large numbers of non-Christians coming for Playwell pre-
school, Chess club, Boys and Girls Brigades, breakfast and 
homework club, Pop Choir and Lunch club.

WHAT WE REJOICE OVER
We rejoice in our suite of buildings, and our delight in the 
varied use we can make of them; in our wonderful young 
people – around 70 well known to us, over 100 others known 
through our Brigades and other youth activities and in a 
steady flow of baptisms – our teens and also some adults, 
evidence of growth in personal faith.

OUR CONCERNS, FOR YOUR PRAYERS
Please join us in prayer for the young people who will move 
away to study in the next few years – for their walk of faith 
and also for the smaller group that will be left behind; for the 
fringe contacts we have – husbands, family friends, parents 
and finally for wisdom for our Pastor and Church Deacons as 
they listen to God and direct the church.
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Christian Church of God

Christian Church of God (Pentecostal) 
Pastor Michael 
88 Eltham High Sreet, Eltham SE9 1BW (next to W.H.Smiths) 
Tel 0208 127 3973 
Mobile 07956 439 674 
Email mikepatccg@hotmail.co.uk

HISTORY
Christian Church of God is a Pentecostal Church situated in 
Eltham High Street, Royal Borough of Greenwich.

In 1997 my wife Pat and I started a home bible study and 
prayer meeting once a week, which later became the 
present Christian Church of God Pentecostal (CCOGP) 
in the year 2000, starting on Sundays. Pat has worked in 
various local authorities in London and has a Master’s 
degree in Theology. 

The Church met in private and Council buildings until 
the purchase of the present building, previously used 
as a wholesale Ladies Fashion warehouse which was 
unused for several years until we purchased the building 
for a place of worship. We have since done some work in 
and around the building to make it comfortable for the 
members of the Church.

Christian Church of God Pentecostal is an International 
church drawing several nationalities together every week. 
We seek to honour the Bible’s teaching and being led by 
the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. Our objective is to 
be like Jesus Christ and to be able to pray, walk, look and 
love like Jesus. We also aim to win London and the world for 
Jesus Christ through witnessing.

VISION
Protection for Leaders / Churches / The Community / The 
City – The Church currently have watchmen programme 
which involves the team prayer-walking the local community 
at least once a month. One of the goals and objectives 
is to have as many watchmen as possible to do hourly 
prayers for the leaders / churches and the community; 
Intercessors to become faithful, committed and loyal weekly 
watchman to hourly watch and pray for God’s leaders and 
His Churches. The Psalmist in Psalm 127:1 is emphasising that 
the Lord is the real Watchman, but he also shows that the 
role of Watchmen is to protect the city. We are called to do 
this in the Spirit through prayers, covering key ministries in 
the Body of Christ. God is raising up both men and women 
into positions of leadership, with ministries of great strategic 
significance. The call of the Holy Spirit is that we put a wall 
of protection around the leaders, the churches and the 
community, and guard them in the Spirit.

The G12 Vision is an apostolic vision where everyone is 
encouraged, trained to witness, disciple and be part of  
12 as Jesus had his 12 disciples. 

The Church is involved in various community initiatives 
include collaborating with the charity organisations, 
supporting and donating to charities like the Barnardos 
in Eltham High Street. The Church has initiated feeding 
campaigns for the disadvantaged in the local community - 
the homeless groups like the 999 club. The church constantly 
donates clothes and food items to homeless groups and  
the disadvantaged in the community. 

PRAISE
Please praise God for the Lord’s provision of our Church 
building we purchased over two years ago.

Praise God for the leadership and members who faithfully 
support the ministry of Christ and those who so generously 
support the church.

PRAY
Please pray for wisdom for the leadership.

Pray that God will send faithful labourers and harvest to  
His church.

Pray that people will find hope in the Lord and will be fruit 
that remain to serve faithfully.

Pray for the salvation of the youth and for our community to 
receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Saviour.
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Capt. Nick Russell 
Church Army 
11 Scotsdale Road SE12 8BS 
Tel 0208 859 6403 
Mobile 0798 871 3014 
Email n.russell.2000@btinernet.com

Middle Park, Page & Brook Estates 
overview

The three estates described below have features in common. 
They were built to accommodate workers at the Royal Arsenal 
and subsequently in various industries which have died out. In 
some families there are generations of worklessness with a lack 
of hope in improvement. The work they can attain is generally 
low-paid, so that little is left over after rent has been paid. Young 
people may turn to agency labouring work but this is often 
paid in arrears erratically, and ends without notice. Jobseeker’s 
Allowance can take three weeks to resume. Fear of being in this 
financial trap deters many. Single parent families predominate. 
There is undiagnosed mental illness which affects many families. 
Cannabis has become for some suffering from anxiety a form 
of self-medication, obtainable “on tick”, although repayment 
can be enforced through violence. Although the houses look 
pleasant and suburban, most houses are in fact two flats, with a 
side-door leading to an upstairs flat. There is overcrowding as the 
Council struggles with a waiting list of over 14,000. 

Middle Park Estate, SE9
This estate is to the south of Eltham Hill, bounded by the A20 
(Sidcup Rd.) to the East, and going as far as Mottingham Station. 
Official statistics indicate that 63% of the population rent from 
council, compared with 13.21% nationally. Metropolitan Police 
figures indicate that it has the highest level of serious violence 
against the person and the highest level of street robberies of all 
the estates in the south of the borough of Greenwich.

The Middle Park Estate is located in the Parish of St Saviour in 
Eltham. It falls in the worst 5% of Indices of Multiple Deprivation 
Scores (2007), nationally. In addition, unemployment figures are 
higher than the national average, which may support comments 
made by a local community leader during the research done 
by the Superkidz Community Trust, (a Church Army initiative, see 
below), that there is an inherent lack of aspirations within the 
estate’s community, and a long-held lifestyle of unemployment 
which has been passed down from generation to generation. 
There is a thriving secondary economy in drug dealing, and 
children as young as 10-11 earn money from networks run by 
older men, delivering mainly cannabis and returning a cut to 
suppliers, (on pain of a beating, which sometimes the Trust has 
been able to prevent by mediation.) In the estate are a pre-
school centre, “Surestart” in the Vista Centre, a primary school, two 
secondary, and two community facilities. St. Saviour’s has a pre-
school and “Stay and Play” group.

Middle Park Local Research  
(Page and Brook very similar)
Superkidz CT now has a funded worker to operate with Rev’d 
Wendy Saunders at St. Saviour’s Church Hall, beginning at Easter, 
and providing children and families’ work targeting those who 
cannot afford to pay. Superkidz preparatory research shows the 
following: 

1. Residents questioned said that life for young people on the 
estate was deteriorating.

2. The biggest issues facing young people on the estate 
reported by the residents were boredom and lack of provision, 
gang culture and territorialism and violence, including a 
gang-related murder in 2007 which hit the national news.

3. Much of the crime appears to be carried out by young 
adults and is often directed at other young people. Studies 
indicate that 10 years is a critical age for children at risk of 
gang and drug-dealing involvement, and this group is a 
priority.

4. There is a lack of weekend youth provision on the estate. There 
is a definite need identified by residents and youth workers for 
greater youth provision for all ages.

5. Obesity due to poor diet has been identified as a major 
problem amongst children on the estate. 

Page Estate SE9 
This estate is bounded by Eltham Hill to the South, Well Hall Road 
to the East and the new Kidbrooke Village to the West. It is in the 
Parish of St. John’s Eltham., and in the middle of it is the Eltham 
Green Community Church, from which operates the Superkidz 
Community Trust and its clubs. 

This area is in the worst 6% for deprivation, worst 5% nationally 
for crime. As in Middle Park, drug-dealing is part of the hidden 
local economy, using the same methods. There are two primary 
schools, a special unit for excluded school children, a community 
centre, and the Superkidz clubs.

Brook Estate SE3/SE9
This area is to the north of the Page estate, in the worst 6% for 
deprivation nationally, and suffers from the same drug culture as 
the Page Estate. It straddles the Rochester Way. It is not named on 
the map, but is in the western part of the parishes of St. Barnabas, 
and Sts. John Fisher and Thomas More RC church. On this estate 
violence is endemic, and it was the scene of a kidnapping that 
almost ended in murder in 2011 (all known to us, and one of them 
is being mentored by Superkidz CT). There was a drug-related 
murder in 2012 of a young man (both one of the perpetrators 
and the victim were known to Superkidz staff). The dominant drug 
dealer of all three estates has a girlfriend here. He is sometimes 
amenable to influence by us when it comes to violence against 
rivals. It is a depressed area with three small shops and little 
else, although in recent times a good play area has been built. 
There are two primary schools, a special unit for excluded school 
children, a community centre too expensive for most to hire, and 
once weekly a Superkidz XLP computer equipped youth bus and 
football club, serving Brook and Page estates and beyond. (XLP - a 
charity providing double decker buses).


